
 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 
 
                                                                                                                                       
The Stafford County Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission held its regular monthly meeting 
Thursday, April 13, 2017, at The Courthouse Community Center.  The meeting was called to order at 
7:45 PM by Todd Heap. 
 
SILENT ROLL CALL 
 
                           Absent    Absent 
Members          Present      Reported   Not Reported  Staff  Guests 
Roy Boswell  A  Derrick Carr Stephanie Johnson 
Todd Heap P   Judy Sokolowski     
Eric Herr P      
Raymond Jackson   A    
Clay Oliver P 
Paula Williams  P 
Michelle Woodaman P        
Christopher Connelly   A     
Voting members in bold 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 The minutes from the March meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS BY PUBLIC 

 Stephanie Johnson, with Stafford Soccer, said this year’s St. Patty’s Day Tournament was the 
greatest tournament ever!  It was hosted totally in Stafford with 241 teams, and over 400 nights 
were booked in Stafford hotels.  Stafford Soccer has received nothing but glowing reviews 
about the tournament.  They are experiencing their largest spring registration ever, plus they 
already have 55 kids registered in their all-day Spring Break camp. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Proposed Adult Soccer League Agreement 
  After review and discussion, Eric Herr motioned, and Paula Williams seconded, to recommend 

the Agreement move forward to the Board of Supervisors for approval for the Stafford Area 
Soccer Association to provide an adult recreational soccer league.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  The Commission thanked the soccer association for taking this step. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Definition of “Recreational” 
  Various definitions of “Recreational” were contained in a document included in the packet. 

Eric Herr requested the words “practice opportunity” be added (to the first item under Stafford 
County’s definition) for the next agreement with the Stafford Baseball League.  Todd Heap 
thanked staff for the definitions and said he wanted the term in writing so we can refer to it if 
questions arise. 

 
  Clay Oliver asked what the SBL agreement says about playing time, travel teams, and fees. 
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Paula Williams suggested staff think ahead about travel volleyball and field hockey. 
 
  Eric Herr said the issue at hand is whether or not the County subsidizes travel teams.  If so, it 

should be in writing.  SBL’s recreational parents may not realize they may be subsidizing 
travel baseball teams.   

 
  Todd Heap said a parent brought information to him about a taxi league, which is really a 

travel league (All Stars).  The concern is that SBL is not being transparent to the County or 
parents about their recreational fees helping to support the travel league.  The Commission said 
the County needs to very clearly distinguish between “recreational” and “travel” in the next 
SBL Agreement. 

 
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

 Paula Williams received lots of comments about Crow’s Nest being a great place to go to walk.  
She asked if any work had been done on the Duff House and asked this item be added to the 
May agenda. 

 Todd Heap thanked staff for tonight’s great event (Helms and Red Fines Awards).  He 
suggested the possibility of moving our Sports staff to the Jeff Rouse Swim and Sport Center 
(JRSSC), as that facility needs staff help.  Todd asked this item be added to the May agenda. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 

 Michelle Woodaman asked about why February 2016 revenue was so low compared to 
February 2017.  Judy Sokolowski said most of the revenue in February 2016 was posted in 
March.   

 Derrick Carr pointed out the Free Lance-Star article about Carson King, which was requested 
by the Commission. 

 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT by Derrick Carr 

 It was great working with Stafford Soccer on the St. Patty’s Day Tournament, which generated 
economic development in Stafford. 

 Last month, we hosted 51 teams for a gymnastics meet at The University of Mary Washington.  
We had previously bid for five years for this meet; however, tournament officials were 
reluctant to allow it to be held at a high school.  The state director said Beth Harris, our 
Gymnastics Manager, did a great job! 

 There is a tournament being held at Embrey Mill now. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
:jls 
 
Minutes approved 5/18/17. 


